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BREAKING NEWS: Syria ceaseﬁre to take effect at midnight on Dec 30: Russia's defense minister
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Russia promises retaliation in event
of new U.S. sanctions
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Spokeswoman of the Russian Foreign Ministry Maria Zakharova gestures as she attends a news brieﬁng in
Moscow, Russia, October 6, 2015. REUTERS/Maxim Shemetov/Files
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FOCUS 360
Russia on Wednesday promised retaliation against Washington in the event of new
economic sanctions.
U.S. Republican Senator Lindsey Graham said that Russia and President Vladimir Putin
should expect tough sanctions after cyber attacks during the presidential election, won
by Donald Trump.
"To be honest, we are tired of lie about the 'Russian hackers', which is being poured
down in the United States from the very top," Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova said.
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She also called reports of possible new sanctions a "provocation directed by the White
House".
(Reporting by Vladimir Soldatkin; Editing by Kevin Liffey)
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Iraqi forces launch
second phase of Mosul
offensive against
Islamic State
MOSUL, Iraq Iraqi security forces on Thursday
began the second phase of their offensive against
Islamic State militants in Mosul, pushing into
some eastern districts where the battle has been
in deadlock for nearly a month.
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Syrian rebel charged in
Sweden on suspicion of
war crimes
STOCKHOLM A former Syrian opposition ﬁghter
has been charged with breaching international
law over the execution in 2012 of seven soldiers
loyal to President Bashar al-Assad, the Swedish
prosecutor's ofﬁce said on Thursday.
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