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1. We, the Heads of State and Government of the member countries of the North Atlantic
Alliance, have gathered in Chicago to renew our commitment tei@litransatlantic bond;
take stock of progress in, and reconfirm our commitment to, our operations in Afghanista
Kosovo and elsewhere; ensure the Alliance has the capabilities it needbwatli¢he full
range of threats; and strengthen our wide range of partnerships.

2. Our nations are united in their commitment to the Washington Treaty and to the purposes
and principles of the Charter of the United Nations. Based on solidarity, Alkahesion
and the indivisibility of our security, NATO remains the transatlantiméwaork for strong
collective defence and the essential forum for security consultations asmdg@mong
Allies. Our 2010 Strategic Concept continues to guide us in fulfilling effectivady, a
always in accordance with international law, thuee essential core tasks — collective
defence, crisis management, and cooperative security — all of which contribute to
safeguarding Alliance members.

3. At a time of complex security challenges and financial difficultieis, mhore important than
ever to make the best use of our resources and to continue to adapt our forces and
structures. We remain committed to our common values, arttbenined to ensure
NATO'’s ability to meet any challenges to our shared security.

4. We pay tribute to all the brave men and women from Allied and partner nations serving
NATO-led missions and operations. We commend them for their professionalism and
dedication and acknowledge the invaluable support provided to them by their families and
loved ones. We owe a special debt of gratitude to all those who have lost their lives or bee
injured during the course of their duties, and we extend our profound sympathy to their
families and loved ones.

5. Today we have taken further important steps on the road to a stable and securetafghanis
and to our goal of preventing Afghanistan from ever again becoming a safefbave
terrorists that threaten Afghanistan, the region, and the world. The irlbdedransition of
full security responsibility from the International Security Asmnce Force (ISAF) to the
Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) is on track for completion by the ez@lldf as
agreed at our Lisbon Summit. We also recognise in this context the importance of
comprehensive approach and continued improvements in governance and development, as
well as a political process involving successful reconciliation and reintagrat/e
welcome the announcement by President Karzai on the third tranche of proviheal tha
start transition. This third tranche means that 75% of Afghanistan’s populaliitimeain
areas where the ANSF have taken the lead for security. By mid-2013, whdththadi
final tranche of provinces starts transition, we will have reaahdcthportant milestone in
our Lisbon roadmap, and the ANSF will betre lead for security nationwidét that
milestoneas ISAFshifts from focusing primarily on combat increasingly to the provision of
training, advice and assistance to the ANISRAF will be able to ensure that the Afghans
have the support they need as they adjust to their new increased responsibiiitg We
gradually and responsibly drawing down our forces to complete the ISAF migsion b
31 December 2014.



6. By the end of 2014, when the Afghan Authorities will have full security respomhgitile
NATO-led combat mission will end. We will, however, continue to provide strong and long
term political and practical support through our Enduring Partnership with Af¢gguanis
NATO is ready to work towards establishing, at the request of the Governmbkatlsiiaimic
Republic of Afghanistan, a new post-2014 mission of a different nature in Aftgrars
train, advise and assist the ANSF, including the Afghan Special Operatiares Faihis will
not be a combat mission. We task the Council to begin immediately work on theymilitar
planning process for the post-ISAF mission.

7. At the International Conference on Afghanistan held in Bonn in December 2011, the
international community made a commitment to support Afghanisti#s Transformation
Decadebeyond 2014. NATO will play its part alongside other actors in building sufficient
and sustainable Afghan forces capable of providing security for their own colmthys
context, Allies welcome contributions and reaffirm their strong committeecdntribute to
the financial sustainment of the ANSF. We also call on the international cotgrimni
commit to this long-term sustainment of the ANSF. Effective funding mechsuaisch
expenditure arrangements for all strands of the ANSF will build upon existirfgamsms,
integrating the efforts of the Government of the Islamic Republic of Aigten and of the
international community. They will be guided by the principles of flexibitiansparency,
accountability, and cost effectiveness, and will include measures agaugition.

8. We reiterate the importance Allies attach to seeing tangiblege®dry the Government of
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan regarding its commitments matie &ann
Conference on 5 December 2011 to a democratic society, based on the rule of law and good
governance, including progress in the fight against corruption, where the humannehts a
fundamental freedoms of its citizens, including the equality of men and women and the
active participation of both in Afghan society, are respected. The forthc@abeictipns
must be conducted with full respect for Afghan sovereignty and in accordanceevith t
Afghan Constitution. Their transparency, inclusivity and credibility wilb de of
paramount importance. Continued progress towards these goals will encourage NATO
nations to further provide their support up to and beyond 2014.

9. We also underscore the importance of our shared understanding with the Government of the
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan regarding the full participation oAdhan women in the
reconstruction, political, peace and reconciliation processes in Afghaaistithe need to
respect the institutional arrangements protecting their rights. Wgnise also the need for
the protection of children from the damaging effects of armed conflict.

10. We also recognise that security and stability in the “Heart of Asiateslinked
across the region. The Istanbul Process on regional security and cooperatibrwaghic
launched in November 2011, reflects the commitment of Afghanistan and the cumtrie
the region to jointly ensure security, stability and development in a regiomtaixt. The
countries in the region, particularly Pakistan, have important roles in ensuringhgndu
peace, stability and security in Afghanistan and in facilitating the aimoplof the
transition process. We stand ready to continue dialogue and practical coopsrtiti
relevant regional actors in this regard. We welcome the progress onaramsgements
with our Central Asian partners and Russia. NATO continues to work with Pakistan t
reopen the ground lines of communication as soon as possible.

11. We look forward to our expanded ISAF meeting tomorrow.

12. The Alliance continues to be fully committed to the stability and securityeof t
strategically important Balkans region. We reiterate our full support fQRSRvhich
continues to act carefully, firmly and impartially in accordance with itsddriVations
mandate set out idnited Nations Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 12K#0R will
continue to support the development of a peaceful, stable, and multi-ethnic Kosovo. KFOR



13.

14.

15.

16.

will also continue to contribute to the maintenance of freedom of movement and easuring
safe and secure environment for all people in Kosovo, in cooperation with all relevant
actors, including the European Union Rule of Law Mission in Kosovo (EULEX) and the EU
Special Representative, as agreed, and the Kosovo authorities. We will midF@R’s

robust and credible capability to carry out its mission. We remain committeaviogn

towards a smaller, more flexible, deterrent presence, onlytbaaecurity situation allows.

We welcome the progress made in developing the Kosovo Security Force, under NATO’s
supervision and commend it for its readiness and capability to implement itsysesks

and responsibilities. We will continue to look for opportunities to develop NATO'’s ongoing
role with the Kosovo Security Force.

Last year, through the UN-mandated Operation Unified Protector (OUP), #nd wi
the support of the League of Arab States, our Alliance played a crucial plgtecting the
civilian population in Libya and in helping save thousands of lives. We commend the
Libyan people for the progress achieved to date on their path towards buildingfeerew
democratic Libya that fully respects human rights and fundamentebiree and encourage
them to build on that progress.

Our successful operation in Libya showed once more that the Alliance can quickly
and effectively conduct complex operations in support of the broader international
community. We have also learned a number of important lessons which we are
incorporating into our plans and policies. With OUP, NATO set new standards of
consultation and practical cooperation with partner countries who contributed to our
operation, as well as with other international and regional organisationss totiext, we
recognise the value of the Libya Contact Group.

The Alliance is also contributing to peace and security through other operatebns a
missions:

* We welcome the extension of the mandate of our counter-piracy operation off the
Horn of Africa, Operation Ocean Shield, for a further two years through to 2014.
The decision to carry out enhanced actiansea should allow us to be more
effective ineroding the operational reach of pirates at 8&a.remain committed to
supporting international counter-piracy efforts, including through workingheget
with the EU Operation Atalanta, as agreed, Combined Task Force 151 and other
naval forces, and through our ongoing participation in the Contact Group on Piracy
off the Coast of Somalia. We encourage the shipping industry to adopt Best
Management Practices and othezasures proven effective against piracy, in
compliance with international law.

» Operation Active Endeavour is our Article 5 maritime operation in the Mealitean
which contributes to the fight against terrorism. We are reviewing gicaiptions
for the future of this operation.

* We continue to provide the African Union (AU) with operational support, at its
request. We have agreed to extend strategic air and maritime lift stgtbe
AU’s Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) and support the development of the AU’s long-
term peacekeeping capabilities, including the African Stand-by FadYeestand
ready to consider further AU requests for NATO training assistance.

* We have successfully concluded the NATO Training Mission in Irag (NTMaighv
contributed to a more stable Iraq by assisting in the capacity buildingy& Ira
security institutions.

Widespread sexual and gender-based violence in conflict situations, the lack of
effective institutional arrangements to protect women, and the continued under-



representation of women in peace processes, remain serious impediments to building
sustainable peace. We remain committed to the full implementation of UniteddNat
Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1325 on Women, Peace and Security amdl relate
Resolutions which are aimed at protecting and promoting women'’s rights, role, and
participation in preventing and ending conflict. In line with the NATO/Euras#it
Partnership Council (EAPC) Policy, the Alliance, together with its patiheis made
significant progress in implementing the goals articulated in theseu®essl In this
regard, we have today endorsed a Strategic Progress Report on mainstt#d8GR 1325
and related Resolutions into NATO-led Operations and Missions, and welcomed Norway
generous offer to provide a NATO Special Representative for these impostaag.idn this
context, and to further advance this work, we have tasked the Council to: continue
implementing the Policy and the Action Plan; undertake a review of the piactic
implications of UNSCR 1325 for the conduct of NATO operations and missions; further
integrate gender perspectives into Alliance activities; and subnpoé fer our next
Summit.

17. We also remain committed to the implementation of UNSCR 1612 and related
Resolutions on the protection of children affected by armed conflict. We noteonitbera
the growing range of threats to children in armed conflict and strongly contiatrthey
are increasingly subject to recruitment, sexual violence and targetekbattéATO-led
operations, such as ISAF in Afghanistan, are taking an active role in preyenanitoring
and responding to violations against children, including through pre-deployment training
and a violations alert mechanism. This approach, based on practical, fieldebriente
measures, demonstrates NATO'’s firm commitment on this issue, as doe<tite rec
appointment of a NATO Focal Point for Children and Armed Conflict in charge of
maintaining a close dialogue with the UN. NATO-UN cooperation in this fsettldating a
set of good practices to be integrated in NATO training modules and taken into ancount i
possible future operations.

18. Our operational experiences have shown that military means, althoughatsaeati
not enough on their own to meet the many complex challenges to our security. fikfa reaf
our Lisbon Summit decisions on a comprehensive approach. In order to fulfil these
commitments, important work on NATO’s contribution to a comprehensive approach and on
stabilisation and reconstruction is ongoing. An appropriate but modest civik#n cri
management capability has been established, both at the NATO Headquartethiand wi
Allied Command Operations, in accordance with the principles and detailedgbolitic
guidance we set out at our Summit in Lisbon.

19. We will continue to enhance our political dialogue and practical cooperation with the
UN in line with the UN-NATO Declaration of September 2008. We welcome the
strengthened cooperation and enhanced liaison between NATO and the UN thahhas bee
achieved since our last Summit meeting in Lisbon in November 2010, and which also
contributed to the success of OUP.

20. NATO and the EU share common values and strategic interests. The EUdsi@ uni
and essential partner for NATO. Fully strengthening this strategingrship, as agreed by
our two organisations and enshrined in the Strategic Concept, is particularlyantpoithe
current environment of austerity; NATO and the EU should continue to work to enhance
practical cooperation in operations, broaden political consultations, and coopemtf@ligor
in capability development. NATO and the EU are working side by side in crisis
management operations, in a spirit of mutual reinforcement, and in particulighastan,
Kosovo and fighting piracy. NATO recognises the importance of a stronger and more
capable European defenddATO also recognises non-EU Allies’ ongoing concerns and
their significant contributions to strengthening the EU’s capacities tossldoenmon
security challenges. For the strategic partnership between NATO aBd{mon-EU Allies’



fullest involvement in these efforts is essential. In this context, NATGweik closely

with the EU, as agreed, to ensure that our Smart Defence and the EU’s Poolingramgd Sha
initiatives are complementary and mutually reinforcing; we welcomeftbes of the EU,

in particular in the areas of air-to-air refuelling, medical support, meritiurveillance and
training. We also welcome the national efforts in these and other areasapgeén Allies

and Partners. We also encourage the Secretary General to continue hisedialbghe EU
High Representative with a view to making our cooperation more effectivep agypart to

the Council in time for the next Summit.

21. We continue to work closely with the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE), in particular in areas such as conflict prevention and resolution, post-
conflict rehabilitation, and in addressing new security threats. We amittechto further
enhancing our cooperation, both at the political and operational level, in all areasnbo
interest.

22. NATO has a wide network of partnership relations. We highly value all of RATO
partners and the contributions they make to the work of the Alliance as ikdistinabugh
several partnership meetings we are holding here in Chicago. Partnership<ipieial
role in the promotion of international peace and security. NATO'’s partnershipkaye
element of Cooperative Security which is one of the core tasks of the Alliancégand t
Alliance has developed effective policies in order to enhance its partnershijpsigh the
Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council and the Partnership for Peace, we have pursued
cooperation with our Euro-Atlantic partners to build a Europe whole, free and at peace. Fo
twenty years, our partnerships have facilitated, and provided framewaorks ftcapoli
dialogue and practical regional cooperation in the fields of security and detemtribute
to advancing our common values, allow us to share expertise and experience, and make a
significant contribution to the success of many of our operations and missions. NATO
Foreign Ministers in Berlin in April 2011 approved a More Efficient and Flexible
Partnership Policy to enhance the effectiveness of NATO’s partnerdhipsvill continue to
actively pursue its further implementation with a view to strengthening RATO
partnerships, including by: reinforcing the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Chinei
Mediterranean Dialogue, the Istanbul Cooperation Initiative, and otioredhips with
partners across the globe, while making full use of flexible formats; fudtheeloping our
political and practical cooperation with partners, including in an operational tosmelx
through increasing partner involvement in training, education, and exercises,ngcut
the NATO Response Force. We will intensify our efforts to better engiig@avtners
across the globe who can contribute significantly to security, and to reachpautriers
concerned, including our newest partner Mongolia, to build trust, increase teamgpand
develop political dialogue and practical cooperation. In this context, we welbendeint
Political Declaration between Australia and NATO.

23. We appreciate our partners’ significant contributions to our practical comperat
activities and to the different Trust Funds which support our partnership dualselcome
the Status Report on Building Integrity and the progress achieved by NATQsnBui
Integrity Programme which has made important contributions to promoting transpar
accountability, and integrity in the defence sector of interested nations.

24. We welcome our meeting in Chicago vvith'rteenpartners1 who have recently
made particular political, operational, and financial contributions to NATO-leGtipes.
This is an example of the enhanced flexibility with which we are addressitmg sduip
issues in a demand and substance-driven way. Our meeting in Chicago with partners
providesus with a unique opportunity to discuss the lessons learned from our cooperation,
and to exchange views on the common security challenges we face. Joint training and
exercises will be essential in maintaining our interoperability and orieectedness with



partner forces, including when we are not engaged together in active aperatie will
share ideas generated at this Chicago meeting with all our partners, witapptberiate
frameworks, for additional discussion.

25. In accordance with Article 10 of the Washington Treaty, NATO’s dodrremhain
open to all European democracies which share the values of our Alliance, vehizitiing
and able to assume the responsibilities and obligations of membership, which are in a
position to further the principles of the Treaty, and whose inclusion can contribute to
security in the North Atlantic area. Based on these considerations, weepiltheprogress
of each of the partners that aspire to join the Alliance under active r¢wiiging each on
its own merits. We reaffirm our strong commitment to the Euro-Atlantigiaten of the
partners that aspire to join the Alliance in accordance with previous deceskemsat the
Bucharest, Strasbourg-Kehl, and Lisbon Summits. We welcome progress madseby the
four partners and encourage them to continue to implement the necessary decisions and
reforms to advance their Euro-Atlantic aspirations. For our part, weoniinzie to offer
political and practical support to partners that aspire to join the Alliance OSAT
enlargement has contributed substantially to the security of Allies; dspgmt of further
enlargement and the spirit of cooperative security continue to advance sialitlisope
more broadly.

26. We reiterate the agreement at our 2008 Bucharest Summit, as we did at subsequent

Summits, to extend an invitation to the former Yugoslav Republic of Maceadmijanin the
Alliance as soon as a mutually acceptable solution to the name issue has been reached within
the framework of the UN, and stronglyge intensified efforts towards that end. An early
solution, and subsequent membership, will contribute to security and stability in the regi
We encourage the negotiations to be pursued without further delay and expect them to be
concluded as soon as possible. We welcome, and continue to support, the ongoing reform
efforts in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, and encourage continued
implementation. We also encourage its efforts to further build a multi-ethnetysoéve
appreciate the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia’s substantial cortnibtidi our
operations, as well as its active role in regional cooperation activitiesaNethe former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia’s long-standing commitment to the NATO siones

process

27. We welcome the significaprogress that Montenegro has made towards NATO
membershi@nd its contribution to security in the Western Balkans region and beyond,
including through its active role in regional cooperation activities and itsipation in
ISAF. We also welcome the increasing public support for NATO membership in
Montenegro, and will continue to assist this process. Montenegro’s active engageme
the MAP process demonstrates firm commitment to join the Alliance. Momtehag
successfully implemented significant political, economic and defesficems, and we
encourage it to continue on that pathit can draw even closer to the Alliana&e will
keep Montenegro’s progress towards membership under active review.

28. We continue to fully support the membership aspirations of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. We welcome the significant progress that has been madmimmeaths,
including the establishment of the Bosnia and Herzegovina Council of Ministers, and the
political agreement reached on 9 March 2012 on the registration of immovable defence
property as state property. These developments are a sign of the pollticeBesnia and
Herzegovina to move the reform process forward, and we encourage all patiticalia
the country to continue to work constructively to further implement the reforms agcess
for its Euro-Atlantic integration. The political agreement on defence amdstgierties is
an important step towards fulfilment of the condition set by NATO Foreign tdmsisn
Tallinn in April 2010 for full participation in the MAP process. We welcome th&lrsteps



taken regarding implementation, and we urge the political leaders in Bosnia and
Herzegovina to further their efforts to work constructively to implement theeagnt
without delay in order to start its first MAP cycle as soon as possible. [litvect will
continue to follow progress in implementation and will provide assistance to Bosnia and
Herzegovina’'s reform effort¥Ve appreciate Bosnia and Herzegovina’'s contribution to
NATO-led operations and commend its constructive role in regional and inbesadati
security.

29. At the 2008 Bucharest Summit we agreed that Georgia will become a member of
NATO and we reaffirm all elements of that decision, as well as subsequemnmaecihie
NATO-Georgia Commission and Georgia’s Annual National Programme (ANP)have
central role in supervising the process set in hand at the Bucharest Sunemielddme
Georgia’s progress since the Bucharest Summit to meet its Euro-&tapirations through
its reforms, implementation of its Annual National Programme, and activegablit
engagement with the Alliance in the NATO-Georgia Commission. In that conextave
agreed to enhance Georgia’s connectivity with the Alliance, includingrbyef
strengthening our political dialogue, practical cooperation, and interolityraiith
Georgia. We continue to encourage and actively support Georgia's ongoing imptement
of all necessary reforms, including democratic, electoral, and judiciahrefas well as
security and defence reforms. We stress the importance of conductirfgifresd
inclusive elections in 2012 and 2013. We appreciate Georgia’s substantidution, in
particular as the second largest non-NATO troop contributing nation to ISAF, to Euro
Atlantic security.

30. We reiterate our continued support to the territorial integrity and sovereafnty
Georgia within its internationally recognised borders. We welcome Géofgil
compliance with the EU-mediated cease-fire agreement and other unilatesalres to
build confidence. We welcome Georgia’s commitment not to use force and call sia ®us
reciprocate. We continue to call on Russia to reverse its recognition of the SsetlaO
and Abkhazia regions of Georgia as independent states. We encouragecglbpés in the
Geneva talks to play a constructive role as well as to continue working clagele
OSCE, the UN, and the EU to pursue peaceful conflict resolution in the internationally
recognised territory of Georgia.

31. Here in Chicago, our Foreign Ministers are meeting with their counterpamglie
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and
Georgia, in order to take stock of their individual progress, plan future cooperation, and
exchange views with our partners, including on their participation in partnershipiesti
and contributions to operations. We are grateful to these partners that aspiféXo NA
membership for the important contributions they are making to NATO-led apesasind
which demonstrate their commitment to our shared security goals.

32. In the strategically important Western Balkans region, democratic yaggsnal
cooperation and good neighbourly relations are important for lasting peace ality. stAbi
are encouraged by the progress being made, including in regional cooperatids, fanaa
will continue to actively support Euro-Atlantic aspirations in this regibogether, Allies
and partners of the region actively contribute to the maintenance of regional and
international peace, including through regional cooperation formats.

33. We continue to support Serbia’s Euro-Atlantic integration. We welcome Serbia’s
progress in building a stronger partnership with NATO and encourage Belgrade moieonti
on this path. NATO stands ready to continue to deepen political dialogue and practica
cooperation with SerbiaWe will continue assisting Serbia’s reform efforts, and encourage
further work.

34. We call upon Serbia to support further efforts towards the consolidation of peace and



stability in Kosovo. We urge all parties concerned to cooperate fully withR<&igl
EULEX in the execution of their respective mandates for which unconditiondbfreef
movement is necessary. We urge Belgrade and Pristina to take full advarttage of
opportunities offered to promote peace, security, and stability in the region, culaauiiy
the European Union-facilitated dialogue. We welcome progress made in the Buropea
Union-facilitated Belgrade-Pristina dialogue, including the AgreeroerRegional
Cooperation and the IBM technical protocol. Dialogue between them and Euro-Atlantic
integration of the region are key for a sustained improvement in security bititystathe
Western Balkans. We call on both parties to implement fully existing agregpand to
move forward on all outstanding issues, including on the conclusion of additional
agreements on telecommunications and electricity. We welcome progresseddnd
encourage further efforts aimed at consolidating the rule of law, and othen efforts, in
Kosovo.

35. An independent, sovereign and stable Ukraine, firmly committed to democracy and
the rule of law, is key to Euro-Atlantic security. Marking the fifteenth\arsary of the
NATO-Ukraine Charter on a Distinctive Partnership, we welcome Ukrato@snitment to
enhancing political dialogue and interoperability with NATO, as wellsasantributions to
NATO-led operations and new offers made. We note the recent eliminationah&&r
highly enriched uranium in March 2012, which demonstrates a proven commitment to non-
proliferation.Recalling our decisions in relation to Ukraine and our Open Door policy stated
at the Bucharest and Lisbon Summits, NATO is ready to continue to develop itsatmoper
with Ukraine and assist with the implementation of reforms in the framewohle HATO-
Ukraine Commission and the Annual National Programme (ANP). Noting the pescipl
and commitments enshrined in the NATO-Ukraine Charter and the ANP, we aegrehc
by the selective application of justice and what appear to be politically rieativa
prosecutions, including of leading members of the opposition, and the conditions of their
detention. We encourage Ukraine to address the existing shortcomings of it gydiem
to ensure full compliance with the rule of law and the international agreeroemisch it is
a party. We also encourage Ukraine to ensure free, fainaludive Parliamentary elections
this autumn.

36. NATO-Russia cooperation is of strategic importance as it contributesatng a
common space of peace, stability and security. We remain determinedita kasting and
inclusive peace, together with Russia, in the Euro-Atlantic area, based upon fhe goal
principles and commitments of the NATO-Russia Founding Act and the Rome [ieolara
We want to see a true strategic partnership between NATO and Russia, ailldasie w
accordingly with the expectation of reciprocity from Russia.

37. This year, we mark the tenth anniversary of the establishment of the NAT@Russ
Council (NRC) and the fifteenth anniversary of the NATO-Russia Founding Aet. W
welcome important progress in our cooperation with Russia over the years. satrtee
time, we differ on specific issues and there is a need to improve trust, reciprocal
transparency, and predictability in order to realise the full potential of R Nn this
context, we intend to raise with Russia in the NRC Allied concerns about Rutsieds s
intentions regarding military deployments close to Alliance borders. Miodthie goals,
principles and commitments which underpin the NRC, and on this firm basis, we urge
Russia to meet its commitments with respect to Georgia, as mediated hy ¢ime E

12 August and 8 September 20D8We continue to be concerned by the build-up of
Russia’s military presence on Georgia’s territory and continue to call omRoagsure
free access for humanitarian assistance and international observers.

38. NATO and Russia share common security interests and face common challenges and
our practical achievements together reflect that reality. Todagpninue to value the



important role of the NRC as a forum for frank and honest political dialogue — includling
subjects where we disagree — and for promoting practical cooperation. Our doopeitat
Russia on issues related to Afghanistan — notably the two-way transit anearigeffered

by Russia in support of ISAF, our joint training of counter narcotics personnel from
Afghanistan, Central Asia, and Pakistan, and the NRC Helicopter Maintefrarsté-und in
support of a key ANSF need — is a sign of our common determination to build peace and
stability in that region. NATO-Russia counter-terrorism cooperation has expandeall
NRC nations will benefit from the lessons to be learned from the first civitanyilNRC
Counter-Terrorism exercise, and the capabilities available under the N&fmacounter-
terrorism programme which is now operational. We also note with satsfaetr growing
counter-piracy cooperation off the Horn of Africa. We are committed to, and loo&rfibrw
to, further improving trust and reciprocal transparency in: defence matiategy;
doctrines; military postures, including of non-strategic nuclear weapons in Eorbipery
exercises; arms control and disarmament; and we invite Russia to entatewilliance

in discussing confidence-building measures covering these issues.

39. At a time of unprecedented change in the Mediterranean and broader Middle East,
NATO is committed to strengthening and developing partnership relations withiesunt
the region, with whom we face common security challenges and share the sanfigrgoals
peace, security and stability. NATO supports the aspirations of the people egithre for
democracy, individual liberty and the rule of law — values which underpin the Alliance.

40. The Libya crisis illustrated the benefits of cooperation with partners fierregion.
It also showed the merit of regular consultations between the Alliance aodaleg
organisations, such as the Gulf Cooperation Council and the League of Arab States.

41. NATO is ready to consult more regularly on security issues of common concern,
through the Mediterranean Dialogue (MD) and Istanbul Cooperation Initia@ivg éis well
as bilateral consultations and 28+n formats. We recall our commitment to thadvibea
ICI and to the principles that underpin them; the MD and ICI remain two complementa
and yet distinct partnership frameworkge are also ready to consider providing, upon
request, support to our partners in the region in such areas as security institudiiog buil
defence modernisation, capacity development, and civil-military relationévidualised
programmes will allow us to focus on agreed prioritieserh partner country.

42. The MD helps to strengthen mutual understanding, political dialogue, practical
cooperation and, as appropriate, interoperability. We welcome the Moroccarti/énto
develop a new, political framework document for the MD, and look forward to developing it
together soon with our MD partners. We encourage the MD partner countries to be
proactive in exploiting the opportunities offered by their partnership with NATI&e MD
remains open to other countries in the region.

43. We welcome Libya’s stated interest to deepen relations with theédliaVe are
ready towelcome Libya as a partner, if it so wishes. In that perspective, thes ldlDatural
framework for this partnership. We stand ready, if requested, and on a czaselhasis, to
consider providing assistance to Libya in areas where NATO can add valu®©'SNAT
activities would focus primarily on security and defence sector reform, talkileg into
account other international efforts.

44. We will strengthen political dialogue and practical cooperation in the 1@. W
warmly welcome the generous offer by the State of Kuwait to host eRdg@ibnal Centre,
which will help us to better understand common security challenges, and discuss how to
address them together. We encourage our ICI partner countries to be proactpleiimg
the opportunities offered by their partnership with NATO. We remain opendivireg new
members in the ICI.



45. We are following the evolution of the Syrian crisis with growoogcern and we
strongly support the efforts of the United Nations and the League of Arab, 8takeding
full implementation of the six-point Annan plan, to find a peaceful solution to the crisis.

46. We welcome progress being made in Irag. The NATO Transition Cell now
established in Iraq is helping to develop our partnership.

47. With our vision of a Euro-Atlantic area at peace, the persistence of protracted
regional conflicts in South Caucasus and the Republic of Moldova continues to be a matter
of great concern for the Alliancé&\Ve welcome the constructive approaciihe renewed
dialogue on Transnistria in the 5+2 formad encourage further efforts by all actors
involved. With respect to all these conflicts, we urge all parties to engage wcthatty and
with reinforced political will in peaceful conflict resolution, and to respeetcurrent
negotiation formats. We call on them all to avoid steps that undermine regiaimélysaed
stability. We remain committed in our support of the territorial integridependence, and
sovereignty of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, and the Republic of Moldova, aralseill
continue to support efforts towards a peaceful settlement of these regionaitsobised
upon these principles and the norms of international law, the United Nations Cimaltiéie a
Helsinki Final Act.

48. The Black Sea region continues to be important for Euro-Atlantic security. We
welcome the progress in consolidating regional cooperation and ownership, through
effective use of existing initiatives and mechanisms, in the spirit of trarspa
complementarity and inclusiveness. We will continue to support, as appropriats, effor
based on regional priorities and dialogue and cooperation among the Blackt€sarsd
with the Alliance.

49. Cyber attacks continue to increase significantly in number and evolve in
sophistication and complexity. We reaffirm the cyber defence commitmets at the
Lisbon Summit. Following Lisbon, last year we adopted a Cyber Defence CoRobpy,
and Action Plan, which are now being implemented. Building on NATO'’s existing
capabilities, the critical elements of the NATO Computer Incident Respoagability
(NCIRC) Full Operational Capability (FOC), including protection of most sitel users,
will be in place by the end of 2012. We have committed to provide the resources and
complete the necessary reforms to bring all NATO bodies under centralissdocgtection,
to ensure that enhanced cyber defence capabilities protect our collectstenenein
NATO. We will further integrate cyber defence measuresAlitance structures and
procedures and, as individual nations, we remain committed to identifying and dgliverin
national cyber defence capabilities that strengthen Alliance collatoend
interoperability, including through NATO defence planning procesééswill develop
furtherour ability to prevent, detect, defend against, and recover from cyber atfacks
address the cyber security threautsl to improve our common security, we are committed to
engage with relevant partner nations on a case-by-casehdsigthinternational
organisations, inter alia the EU, as agreed, the Council of Europe, the UN and the ©SCE, i
order to increase concrete cooperation. We will also take full advantage opérasex
offered by the Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre of Excellence in Estonia.

50. We continue to be deeply concerned about the proliferation of nuclear weapons and
other weapons of mass destruction (WMD), as well as their means of deRreliferation
threatens our shared vision of creating the conditions necessary for a whddtwiaiclear
weapons in accordance with the goals of the Nuclear Non-Proliferatioly TR#T). We
share the United Nations Security Council’s serious concern with Irarisanygrogramme
and call upon Iran to fully comply with all its international obligations, includihgebdvant
Resolutions of the United Nations Security Council and the International AEemeigy
Agency Board of Governors. We further call upon Iran to cooperate with theatibmal



community to build confidence in the exclusively peaceful nature of its nucleaaprog

in compliance with its NPT obligations. We support the immediate resolution ohthar
nuclear issue through diplomatic means and encourage a sustained procgagerhent
within the format of the P5+1 and Iran talks. We are deeply concerned by theratilif
activities of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DP&1#) call on it to comply
fully with all relevant UNSCRs and international obligations, especialgtdandoning all
activities related to its existing nuclear weapons and ballistic m@EsigFammes, in a
complete, verifiable and irreversible manner. We strongly condemn the laurtuh DPRK
on 13 April 2012 using ballistic missile technologéde call for universal adherence to, and
compliance with, the NPT and the Additional Protocol to the International Atomig¥ne
Agency Safeguard Agreement, and call for full implementation of UNSCR 1540 and
welcome further work under UNSCR 1977. We also call on all states to stretigghe
security of nuclear materials within their borders, as called for at the 2@l2 [Suclear
Security Summit.We will continue to implement NATO'’s Strategic-Level Policy for
Preventing the Proliferation of WMD and Defending Against Chemical, Bicdbgi
Radiological and Nuclear (CBRN) Threats. We will ensure NATO haagpeopriate
capabilities, including for planning efforts, training and exerciseaddress and respond to
CBRN attacks.

51. Terrorism in all its forms and manifestations can never be tolerated GepustiVe
deplore all loss of life from acts of terrorism and extend our sympathiesvatimes. We
reaffirm our commitment to fight terrorism with unwavering resolve in atzoare with
international law and the principles of the UN Charter. Today we have endors€isNAT
Policy Guidelines on Counter-Terrorism, and task the Council to prepare an Aetioto P
further enhance NATO's ability to prevent, deter, and respond to terrorismritifyiotey
initiatives to enhance our threat awareness, capabilities, and engagement.

52. A stable and reliable energy supply, diversification of routes, suppliers argy ene
resources, and the interconnectivity of energy networks, remain of cmtipaltance.
While these issues are primarily the responsibility of national governzedtsther
international organisatiorncerned, NATO closelipllows relevandevelopments in
energy security.Today, we have noted a progress report which outlines the concrete steps
taken since our last Summit and describes the way forward to integrate, asiafgropr
energy security considerations in NATO’s policies and activities. Weaitinue to
consult on energy security and further develop the capacity to contribute to seeugyy,
concentrating on areas where NATO can add value. To this end, we will work towards
significantly improving the energy efficiency of our military forcdevelop our competence
in supporting the protection of critical energy infrastructure; and furtheslaewour
outreach activities in consultation with partners, on a case-by-case Wasigelcome the
offer to establish a NATO-accredited Energy Security Centre ofllErce in Lithuania as a
contribution to NATO's efforts in this area. We task the Council to continue to refine
NATO'’s role in energy security in accordance with the principles and idelmes agreed
at the Bucharest Summit and the direction provided by the new Strategic Caseegt as
the Lisbon decisions. We task the Council to produce a further progress report fottour ne
Summit.

53. Key environmental and resource constraints, including health risks, climaigecha
water scarcity and increasing energy needs will further shape the ettuaty
environment in areas of concern to NATO and have the potential to significantly affe
NATO planning and operations.

54. In Lisbon, we called for a review of NATO's overall posture in deterring and
defending against the full range of threats to the Alliance, taking into adt@ucihanges in
the evolving international security environment. We have today approved, and made public,
the results of our Deterrence and Defence Posture Review. NATO is codnimitte



maintaining an appropriate mix of nuclear, conventional and missile defencelitapdbr
deterrence and defence to fulfil its commitments as set out in the Stratagtept.
Consistent with the Strategic Concept and their commitments under existisgantrol
treaties and frameworks, Allies will continue to support arms control, disaenaend non-
proliferation efforts.

55. We will ensure that the Alliance continues to have the capabilities needatotorpe
the essential core tasks to which we committed ourselves in the StrategepCdndhat
end, we have agreed a separate Chicago Defence Declaration and endorséehitee D
Package for the Chicago Summit, outlining a vision and a clear way forward tawards
goal of NATO Forces 2020.

56. We welcome the recent Council decision to continue the NATO Air Policing dissi
in the Baltic states, and appreciate the recent commitment by the atés to enhance
their host nation support to the participating Alliddlies remain committed to contributing
to this mission, which is also axample of Smart Defende practice. This peacetime
mission and other Alliance air policing arrangements demonstrate thec®lls continued
and visible commitment to collective defence and solidarity.

57. The Alliance’s recent operational experiences also show that thg abiNtATO
forces to act together seamlessly and rapidly is critical to successll\V¥earefore, ensure
that the Alliance’s forces remain well connected through expanded enhydedining and
exercises. In line with the Alliance’s commitment to transpareray,in the expectation of
reciprocity, these activities are open for partner participation and ohearea a case-by-
case basislIn this context, we attach particular importance to next year’s “Steadizs’
exercise for the NATO Response Force which, along with other exemfientribute to
the ability of NATO forces to operate together anywhere on Allianciéotgrand in wider
crisis management operations.

58. We continue to be concerned by the increasing threats to our Alliance posed by the
proliferation of ballistic missiles. At our Summit in Lisbon we decidedeeelop a NATO
Ballistic Missile Defence (BMD) capability to pursue our core taskotiective defence
The aim of this capability is tprovide full coverage and protection for all NATO European
populations, territory and forces against the increasing threats Ipp#eel proliferation of
ballistic missiles, based on the principles of indivisibility of Allied saégwand NATO
solidarity, equitable sharing of risks and burdens, as well as reasonaldeghsdlking into
account the level of threat, affordability and technical feasibility andaordance with the
latest common threat assessments agreed by the Alliance. Should interefftotsa
reduce the threats posed by ballistic missile proliferation, NATO lemidsfence can, and
will, adapt accordingly.

59. Missile defence can complement the role of nuclear weapons in deterrerazeiat
substitute for them. This capability is purely defensive.

60. We are pleased today to declare that the Alliance has achieved am NASO
BMD Capability. It will provide with immediate effect an operationally significanttfirs
step, consistent with our Lisbon decision, offering the maximum coverage within availabl
means, to defend our populations, territory and forces across southern NATO Euroge agains
a ballistic missile attack. Our aim remains to provide the Alliance WRAEO operational
BMD that can provide full coverage and protection for all NATO European populations,
territory and forces, based on voluntary national contributions, including nationalgdfund
interceptors and sensors, hosting arrangements, and on the expansion of tHeaetied
Theatre Ballistic Missile Defence (ALTBMD) capability. Onhetcommand and control
systems of ALTBMD and their expansion to territorial defence agébtdifor common
funding. Within the context of the NATO BMD capability, Turkey hosts a forwarcetas
early-warning radar. We note the potential opportunities for cooperation onendistahce,



and encourage Allies to explore possible additional voluntary contributions, including
through multinational cooperation, to provide relevant capabilities, as well as to use
potential synergies in planning, development, procurement, and deployment.

61. As with all of NATO’s operations, full political control by Allies over rtalry
actions undertaken pursuant to this Interim Capability will be ensured. Givehdtie
flight times of ballistic missiles, the Council agrees the pre-arrargadand and control
rules and procedures includitytake into account the consequences of intercept compatible
with coverage and protection requirements. We have tasked the Council to reguiaxy r
the implementation of the NATO BMD capability, including before the ForamghlCefence
Ministers’ meetings, and prepare a comprehensive report on progress antbissues
addressed for its future development, for us by our next Summit.

62. The Alliance remains prepared to engage with third states, on a case bystsig®e ba
enhance transparency and confidence and to increase ballistic missile e@dflrtoeness.
Given our shared security interests with Russia, we remain committed toatompen
missile defence in the spirit of mutual trust and reciprocity, such as the Kie€ntheatre
Missile Defence Exercise. Through ongoing efforts in the NATO-Russiacll, we seek
to determine how independent NATO and Russian missile defence systems can work
together to enhance European security. We look forward to establishing the propused |
NATO-Russia Missile Data Fusion Centre and the joint Planning Operationie @@
cooperate on missile defence. We propose to develop a transparency regime based upon a
regular exchange of information about the current respective missile defpatditas of
NATO and Russia. Such concrete missile defence cooperation is the bestonwangle
Russia with the assurances it seeks regarding NATO’s missile defenseapth
capabilities. In this regard, we today reaffirm that the NATO missflende in Europe will
not undermine strategic stability. NATO missile defence is not direcedsadrussia and
will not undermine Russia’s strategic deterrence capabilities. NABSilendefence is
intended to defend against potential threats emanating from outside the EumtccAtlea.
While regretting recurrent Russian statements on possible measucesddagainst
NATO’s missile defence system, we welcome Russia's willingimessntinue dialogue with
the purpose of finding an agreement on the future framework for missile defence
cooperation.

63. We remain committed to conventional arms control. NATO CFE Allies rdwall t
the decisions taken in November 2011 to cease implementing certain CFE obligations
regard to the Russian Federation are reversible, should the Russian &edetatn to full
implementation. NATO CFE Allies continue to implement fully their CFE @lbians with
respect to all other CFE States Parties. Allies are determinedseryeestrengthen and
modernise the conventional arms control regime in Europe, based on key principles and
commitments, and continue to explore ideas to this end.

64. At our Summit in Lisbon, we agreed on an ambitious reform programme. This
package of reforms remains essential for guaranteeing the Allianspasive and
effective in carrying out the ambitious tasks envisioned in our Strategic Cptieeptsbon
Declaration, as well as the Declaration on Defence Capabilities weatlapeed today. To
this end:

* NATO Command Structure. We are implementing a leaner, more effective and
affordable NATO Command Structure with its first phase and its packagergkem
being effective during 2012. The number of subordinate headquarters, as well as the
peacetime staffing and establishment, are being significantly reduncke
implementation will be complete by 2015.

* NATO Headquarters. We have rationalised a number of services between the
International Staff (IS) and the International Military Staff (IMShe move to the



new headquarters in 2016 provides a unique opportunity to achieve more efficient
and effective support to the work of the Alliance. We welcome the ongoing review
of the IS, and the forthcoming review of the IMS; we look forward to the
continuation of these reforms in line with those being carried out by nations. An
important part of this comprehensive reform will be a review of our prioritie$Sand
and IMS spending to identify activities that are no longer needed, improvieraffic
and achieve savings. This review will take place with the appropriate invehiern
the Military Committee.

* NATO Agencies. The consolidation and rationalization of the existing NATO
Agencies’ functions and services is underway with new NATO Agencies for Support,
Communication & Information, and Procurement, to be stood up on 1 July 2012.
The new Agencies’ executives will work to optimise savings and improvenments
effectiveness as the new entities mature over the next two years.

* Resource Management. We have achieved solid progress in reforming the
management of NATO’s resources in the areas of programming, transparency,
accountability, and information management. These reforms are making NATO
resource and financial management more efficient, and are helping us to match
resources to requirements. In this context, we will continue to reform our steucture
and procedures in order to seek greater efficiencies including from begtef aur
budgets.

We look forward to a further report on progress on these reforms by the time of b8unenit.

65. We express our appreciation for the generous hospitality extended to us by the
Government of the United States as well as the people and City of Chicago. Bendeci
we have taken at our Summit in Chicago reinforce our common commitments, our
capabilities and our cooperation, and will strengthen the Alliance foretirs yhead.

1. Australia, Austria, Finland, Georgia, Japan, Jordan, Republic of Korea, Morocco,
New Zealand, Qatar, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Arab Emirates.

2. Turkey recognises the Republic of Macedonia with its constitutional name.

3. As complemented by the French President’s letter dated 16 August 2008 and
subsequent correspondence on this issue.



